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AS  THE  TWIG  IS  BENT.. 


'‘Jjp^HOSK  first  formative  years  after  your  new  rural 
customer  is  connected  are  vitally  important. 


How  necessary  it  is  that  you  guide  him  to  a  fuller  but 
always  wise  use  of  the  services  of  electricity!  We 
appreciate  that  this  requires  continuous  effort  by  men 
especially  trained  in  the  use  of  electricity  on  the  farm. 

Working  with  you,  with  colleges,  and  with  other 
agencies,  we  have  for  years  tried  to  render  practical 
assistance.  We  h  ave  conducted  training  schools  for 
rural  representatives;  have  guided  new  and  old  users 
with  carefully  directed  publicity  and  with  the  practical 
counsels  of  the  radio  Farm  Forum;  have  developed 


new  applications,  new  devices,  to  speed  the  customer’s 
use  of  electricitv. 


But  now  we  face  a  period  of  intensified  effort,  in  the 
light  of  your  plans  to  connect  i40,ocxD  new  rural 
customers  this  year.  For  that  reason  we  sponsored, 
last  week  at  Xela  Park,  our  Farm  Power  Sales  Con¬ 
ference,  attended  by  152  competent,  earnest  utility 
representatives  from  27  states.  We  hope  to  extend  this 
work  by  conducting  regional  schools  wherever  your 
attendance  will  justify  them.  We  suggest  that  you 
check  with  your  rural  representative  to  see  how  much 
assistance  he  needs  to  meet  his  immediate  responsi¬ 
bility.  General  Electric  Company,  Schenectadv.  N- 
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Commonwealth  &  Southern  units  file  rate  data  ordered  by  F.P.C,  .  .  .  Lilienthal  criticises  ^^old- 
fashioned  notions,  stand-patters^*  in  rate  making  .  ,  .  ISew  Santee-Cooper  loan  contract 
looms  .  .  .  South  Carolina  fights  rural  ^^spite  lines**  .  .  .  F.P.C.  report  restates  aims 


T.V.A.  Chief  Flays 
^Antiquated”  Rates 

TeU!>  merchants  business  can  be  built  by 
catting  charges  and  recovery  aided  by 
rising  appliance  sales  —  Outlines  legal 
defense  of  power  program 

Water  falling  over  a  dam  contains 
power  and  can  be  harnessed  at  small 
cost,  so  when  the  government  builds  a 
dam  to  control  floods  it  is  good  business 
to  sell  this  power  and  pay  back  part  of 
the  cost  of  the  program.  This  was  the 
argument  of  David  E.  Lilienthal,  T.V.A. 
director,  just  after  the  Supreme  Court 
again  failed  to  give  its  ruling  on  these 
very  points — whether  such  power  is  truly 
a  “surplus”  which  the  government  may 
properly  sell. 

Mr.  Lilienthal  was  speaking  on 
Wednesday  before  the  National  Retail 
Dr>'  Goods  Association’s  annual  conven¬ 
tion  in  New  York,  urging  expanding 
sales  of  electric  appliances  to  spur  busi¬ 
ness  recovery  and  build  the  power  load 
of  the  utilities.  Once  again  he  stated  his 
thesis  that  rates  must  be  cut  to  accom¬ 
plish  the  job  rather  than  waiting  until 
the  demand  for  energy  has  been  built  up 
to  make  reductions.  Utility  manage¬ 
ments.  he  declared  in  this  connection, 
have  given  “few  signs  of  initiative,  vision 
and  courage.”  He  placed  the  blame  on 
"inflated  capital  structures”  and  “old- 
fashioned  theories  of  rate  making.” 

The  experience  of  three  Common¬ 
wealth  &  Southern  subsidiaries — Tennes¬ 
see  Electric  Power,  Georgia  Power  and 
Alabama  Power — which  cut  rates  along 
lines  recommended  by  T.V.A..  were  cited 
hy  Mr.  Lilienthal.  He  quoted  large 
gains  ill  appliance  sales,  declared  Ten¬ 
nessee  Electric  within  five  months  had 


recovered  all  the  revenue  lost  by  the  re¬ 
ductions,  and  said  all  three  in  the  twelve 
months  ended  October  31,  1935,  had 
larger  net  income  than  in  the  correspond¬ 
ing  period  of  the  previous  year. 

The  contract  for  construction  of  a 
T.V.A.  power  line  from  Amory  to  Cale¬ 
donia.  Miss.,  is  to  be  let  January  28. 
The  line  will  serve  Keola  Springs  in 
Lowndes  County  and  Amory,  Smithville, 
Hatley,  Becker,  Bigbee  and  Hamilton 
in  Monroe  County. 

Pay  Cut  Restored 

Mid-January  pay  checks  of  the  British 
Columbia  Electric  Railway  Company’s 
employees  brought  the  scale  back  to  that 
prevailing  prior  to  1929,  restoring  all 
reductions  made  during  the  depression. 


Read 

the  News  Weekly 

The  biweekly  News  Edition  of 
Elkctrical  World  made  its  first 
appearance  January  11.  This 
news  issue,  which  will  go  to  all 
Electrical  World  subscribers  on 
the  intervening  Saturdays  between 
the  regular  issues,  will  make  avail¬ 
able  last-minute  developments  in 
the  national  capital  through  Elec¬ 
trical  World’s  Washington  bureau 
and  will  present  all  electrical  indus¬ 
try  news  gleaned  by  an  enlarged 
staff  of  correspondents  in  leading 
cities  throughout  the  country.  This 
augmented  and  weekly  news  service 
reflects  the  efforts  of  the  editorial 
staff  to  improve  service  to  readers. 


200  Utilities  Comply 
With  F.P.C.  Order 

Commonwealth  &  Southern  heads  list 
of  those  filing  rate  data  —  Bums  blames 
legal  apathy  in  boom  days  for  abuses 
which  inspired  1935  law 

Indications  that  some  of  the  largest 
holding  company  systems  are  willing  to 
abide  by  the  regulations  imposed  under 
Title  H  of  the  Public  Utility  Act  of  1935 
were  forthcoming  this  week  when  Com¬ 
monwealth  &  Southern,  acting  for  sub¬ 
sidiaries,  headed  a  long  list  of  utilities 
filing  rate  data  requested  by  the  Federal 
Power  Commission.  The  commission  re¬ 
ported  that  200  companies  had  taken 
such  action.  The  request  for  these 
monthly  reports,  listing  rate  schedules, 
contracts  or  agreements  on  power  sold 
in  interstate  commerce,  was  among  the 
first  important  steps  taken  by  F.P.C.  in 
carrying  out  what  it  avowedly  sees  as 
its  principal  duty — aiding  the  states  in 
regulating  electric  rates  more  effectively 
than  was  possible  heretofore. 

Another  devehipment  of  the  week  was 
the  explanation  of  John  J.  Burns,  S.E.C. 
general  counsel,  of  why  the  Public  Util¬ 
ity  Act  was  passed.  Judge  Burns  de¬ 
clared  that  legal  apathy  had  allowed 
“the  corporate  sordidness”  of  the  b«M>m 
days  to  become  pronounced,  asserting 
that  the  holding  company  legislation  was 
added  to  .S.E.C.  control  over  security 
issues  to  make  sure  that  none  should  “in 
more  prosperous  times”  again  “attempt 
that  type  of  cruel  imposition.”  The 
speaker’s  criticism  of  the  legal  system 
which  “encouraged”  such  abuses  was  de¬ 
livered  before  the  Bar  of  the  City  of  New 
York. 

With  litigation  against  the  Public 
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Utility  Act  of  1935  creating  little  stir 
for  the  moment,  S.E.C.  news  this  week 
has  concerned  largely  the  clearing  up  of 
applications  for  exemption  from  holding 
company  status.  The  commission  has 
scheduled  hearings  involving  26  compa¬ 
nies  for  the  end  of  this  month  and  the 
first  of  next.  Exemption  earlier  had  been 
granted  to  Pacific  Lighting  Corporation 
and  Orange  &  Rockland  Electric  Com¬ 
pany. 

A  step  toward  simplification  of  its 
structure  by  Pacific  Gas  &  Electric  Com¬ 
pany,  involving  absorption  of  five  more 
of  its  affiliates,  was  approved  by  the  Cali¬ 
fornia  Railroad  Commission,  but  only 
after  lopping  $11,000,000  off  valuations. 
The  lower  valuation,  unless  protested 
before  the  order  is  effective,  would  be 
the  basis  for  discussions  of  rate  reduc¬ 
tions,  it  was  indicated. 

The  only  important  new  court  action 
was  the  appeal  by  North  American  and 
six  subsidiaries  to  the  District  of  Colum¬ 
bia  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals  from  the 
stay  granted  the  government  in  the  Dis¬ 
trict  Supreme  Court  against  the  utilities’ 
anti-holding  company  suits. 

• 

New  Loan  Sought 
for  Santee-Cooper 

.South  (Carolina  officials  reveal  that  re¬ 
vised  contract  has  been  under  negotia¬ 
tion  for  some  time  —  Complaining  com¬ 
panies  concentrate  on  one  suit 

Efforts  of  state  and  federal  authorities 
to  prevent  injunctions  against  the  Santee- 
Cooper  power  project  will  shortly  result 
in  the  signing  of  a  new  loan  and  grant 
contract  with  the  P.W.A.,  negotiations 
for  which  have  been  carried  on  for  some 
time.  This  was  revealed  in  answers  by 
the  South  Carolina  Public  Service 
Authority  to  the  complaining  private 
utilities’  suits,  the  authority  admitting 
“negotiations  for  a  new  agreement  with 
terms  substantially  different  from  those 
in  the  agreement  of  November  1,  1935.” 
The  authority,  in  its  answer,  also  denied 
that  business  of  the  three  companies — 
Carolina  Power  &  Light,  Broad  River 
Power  and  South  Carolina  Power — 
would  l)e  irreparably  damaged  by  the 
project,  stating  that  it  would  not  inter¬ 
fere  with  valid  contracts  between  the 
companies  and  their  customers. 

Another  step  in  the  legal  fight  against 
Santee-Cooper  was  taken  in  Charlotte, 
N.  C.,  federal  Circuit  Court  of  Appeals, 
where  the  power  companies  withdrew 
their  petitions  for  an  interlocutory  injunc¬ 
tion  in  an  effort  to  concentrate  on  the 
suit  pending  in  the  District  of  Columbia 
courts.  This  resulted  in  dissolution  of 
the  three-judge  hearing  scheduled  and 
remanding  of  these  suits  to  the  District 
Court  of  eastern  South  Carolina. 


Another  small  municipal  power  plant, 
the  $150,000  project  of  Starkville,  Miss., 
has  been  approved  by  the  P.W.A. 
authorities  and  contracts  soon  will  be 
signed,  town  officials  report.  It  is  the 
first  plant  approved  in  Mississippi  under 
the  new  contract  form  now  being  used 
by  the  P.W.A. 


Wheeling  Electric  Plans 
$100,000  Construction 

Among  the  public  utility  expansion 
projects  rapidly  nearing  the  stage  of  ac¬ 
tual  construction  is  that  of  the  Wheeling 
Electric  Company,  American  Gas  &  Elec¬ 
tric  subsidiary.  Present  plans,  it  is 
learned,  call  for  construction  of  two  ad¬ 
ditional  substations  this  year,  each  to 
cost  about  $50,000. 


Free-for-All  Fight  Looms 

When  federal  Judge  Julian  W.  Mack 
in  New  York  spoke  concerning  the  possi¬ 
bility  of  20,  5,000  or  20,000  creditors  in¬ 
tervening  in  the  action  petitioning  re¬ 
organization  of  Associated  Gas  &  Elec¬ 
tric,  the  exaggeration  may  not  have  been 
as  large  as  appears  at  first  sight.  Re¬ 
gardless  of  the  merits  of  various  parties’ 
ideas  on  what  should  be  done  and  with¬ 
out  weighing  the  legitimacy  of  the  claims 
which  are  likely  to  be  presented,  there 
are  enough  protective  committees  and 
the  like  in  the  making  to  render  reor¬ 
ganization,  if  directed  by  the  court,  a 
shambles. 

Typical  of  the  organizing  which  is 
going  on  is  that  in  the  maritime  provinces 
of  Canada.  News  of  efforts  to  form  no 
less  than  half  a  dozen  committees  for 
A.G.&E.  properties  in  that  region  has 
come  to  light  recently. 

Competition  Proves  Boomerang 

Competition  between  a  municipal 
plant  and  a  private  utility  is  one  thing, 
but  competition  between  that  publicly 
owned  property  and  the  local  business 
man  is  quite  another,  the  retail  mer¬ 
chants  of  St.  John,  N.  B.,  have  discov¬ 
ered.  Recently  they  urged  the  Civic 
Hydro  Commission  (which  had  operated 
in  competition  with  New  Brunswick 
Power  Company  without  much  opposi¬ 
tion)  to  stop  dealing  in  electric  stoves 
and  ranges. 

Civic  Hydro  refused;  sales  of  such 
equipment  were  practically  non-existent 
until  they  undertook  it,  said  the  commis¬ 
sion.  But  the  merchants  insist  that 
stoves  are  given  free,  or  much  below 
cost,  to  Hydro  customers. 

The  utilities  have  always  contended 
that  power  has  l>een  supplied  by  munici- 


Free  Bulb  Renewals 
Opposed  in  Boston 

As  a  part  of  the  settlement  of  Boston 
Edison’s  rates  in  1934  the  company  was 
ordered  to  discontinue  bulb  renewal  serv¬ 
ice  and  a  $2,5(X),000  investment  had  to 
be  liquidated.  Now  the  Massachusetts 
Legislature  is  back  with  a  bill  to  force 
the  company  once  more  to  provide  free 
renewals  and  the  company  is  opposing 
the  plan  on  the  ground  that  it  would 
involve  a  $2,000,000  to  $3,000,000  outlay. 

In  all  rate  cases  prior  to  1934  custom¬ 
ers  attacked  the  free  renewals,  contend¬ 
ing  they  should  be  allowed  to  buy  bulbs 
wherever  they  wished.  Edison  pointed 
out  that  practically  everywhere  in  the 
country  it  has  been  decided  that  free  re¬ 
newals  are  bad  practice. 


pal  plants  below  cost,  at  least  if  they  had 
to  pay  comparable  taxes.  So  perhaps 
it’s  just  a  matter  of  where  the  shoe 
pinches. 

Report  Makes  (iood  Reading 

The  first  of  the  leading  public  utilities 
to  report  1935  net  income  is  Detroit  Edi¬ 
son,  and  it  is  doubtful  if  many  of  the 
annual  statements  from  the  industry 
will  make  better  reading.  Detroit  Edi¬ 
son  shows  an  increase  of  just  over  $4,- 
500,000  in  operating  revenues  and  almost 
all  of  this  is  directly  reflected  in  the  net 
income,  which  was  reported  at  $9,677,- 
956,  against  $5,448,330  in  1934.  The  re¬ 
port  for  1934,  however,  was  somewhat 
less  favorable  than  might  have  been  the 
case  because  of  the  $1,457,383  extra  ap¬ 
propriation  for  depreciation. 

One  of  the  highlights  of  the  company’s 
report  is  the  fact  that  the  average  an¬ 
nual  use  of  electricity  by  domestic  and 
farm  customers  rose  to  761  kw.-hr.  from 
719  in  the  preceding  year. 

Another  Slight  Misstatement 

When  Olin  D.  Johnston,  Governor  of 
South  Carolina,  went  before  his  state  As¬ 
sembly  and  asked  a  higher  tax  on  public 
utilities  he  argued  that  these  companies 
are  making  big  profits  by  vending  the 
state’s  natural  resources.  As  an  ex¬ 
ample,  he  said  the  newspapers  had  re¬ 
ported  that  Duke  Power  last  year  was 
able  to  pay  off  $40,000,000  of  its  out¬ 
standing  obligations. 

Perhaps  it’s  time  for  the  Governor  of 
North  Carolina  to  say  to  the  Governor 
of  South  Carolina: 

“Olin,  my  boy,  the  Duke  Power  Com¬ 
pany  didn’t  make  all  that  money;  it  is 
to  sell  $30,000,000  of  3^s  and  borrow 
$9,000,000  on  a  4  per  cent  note.” 


The  Current  Drift 
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F.P.C.  Reasserts 
Plan  to  Aid  States 

Annual  report  tells  of  broadened  regu¬ 
latory  {>ower8  which  will  help  state  com¬ 
missions  in  rate  making  —  Forthcoming 
reports  of  two  surveys  outlined 

Emphasis  is  laid  upon  the  Federal 
Power  Commission’s  conception  of  its 
function  as  supplementing  rather  than 
replacing  state  regulatory  bodies  in  its 
annual  report  to  Congress  for  1935.  Out¬ 
lining  its  broadened  powers  under  Title 
n  of  the  Public  Utility  Act  of  1935, 
F.P.C.  declares  it  is  in  a  position  greatly 
to  strengthen  state  regulation  of  rates, 
determine  proper  charges  in  interstate 
distribution  of  energy,  supervise  capital 
structures  through  its  right  to  approve 
sale  of  securities  of  other  than  intrastate 
properties,  impose  uniform  systems  of  ac¬ 
counting,  supervise  mergers,  acquisitions 
or  sale  of  properties  and  achieve  geo¬ 
graphical  integration  of  power  systems 
“to  secure  an  adequate  supply  of  electric 
energy.” 

The  report  devotes  considerable  atten¬ 
tion  to  the  work  done  by  the  Electric 
Rate  Survey  and  to  the  reports  upon 
which  it  is  now  working,  including  an 
analysis  of  typical  bills  for  residential 
service  by  states  and  geographic  divi¬ 
sions;  operation,  finances  and  rates  of 
municipal  electric  utilities;  rates  and 
line-extension  costs  for  rural  electric 
service,  and  analytical  studies  of  rate 
schedules,  promotional  rates  and  uniform 
schedules. 

The  commission  also  lists  reports  of 


the  National  Power  Survey  covering 
nine-tenths  of  the  nation’s  generating  ca¬ 
pacity  which  are  being  compiled  and  will 
be  made  public  later,  including  a  study 
of  utility  holding  companies,  showing 
their  principal  characteristics  and  the 
areas  served  by  each;  rural  electrifica¬ 
tion  in  the  United  States;  an  industrial 
power  survey  of  the  country;  an  analysis 
of  the  cost  of  distributing  electricity; 
extent  of  interconnection  and  co-ordina¬ 
tion  of  power  facilities,  and  a  survey  of 
undeveloped  water  power  with  feasible 
sites  classified  on  an  economic  basis. 

The  report  declares  that,  so  far,  the 
commission  has  not  been  challenged  in 
the  courts  on  the  enlarged  powers  be¬ 
stowed  upon  it  by  the  1935  law,  but  it 
lists  suits  pending  under  the  original  ex¬ 
tension  of  power  in  1920.  One  case  is 
that  of  the  Alabama  Power  Company  in 
which  the  commission’s  right  “to  deter¬ 
mine  currently  the  actual  legitimate  cost 
of  licensed  projects  and  to  control  the 
accounting  of  licensees”  is  at  issue.  An¬ 
other  suit,  brought  by  the  Appalachian 
Electric  Power  Company,  challenges  the 
right  of  Congress  to  control  by  license 
power  developments  on  non-navigable 
tributaries  of  navigable  rivers. 

Hopple’8  Scalp  Sought 

Ousting  of  E.  J.  Hopple  as  chairman 
of  the  Ohio  Utilities  Commission  for 
alleged  “insulting  and  untrue  statements” 
concerning  Anthony  Wondrack,  president 
of  the  Hamilton  County  (Ohio)  Rural 
Taxpayers’  Federation,  is  asked  by  the 
federation  of  Gov.  Martin  L.  Davey. 


^^Spite  Lines”  Fought 
in  South  Carolina 

Governor  charges  utilities  build  lines 
just  long  enough  to  **rripple  our  pro¬ 
gram”  —  Carolina  Power  counters  with 
suit  on  rural  wholesale  rates 

South  Carolina  has  taken  steps  to 
avoid  what  R.E.A.  and  T.V.A.  are  in¬ 
clined  to  regard  as  “spite  lines,”  order¬ 
ing  all  electric  utilities  operating  in  the 
state  to  furnish,  at  least  ten  days  before 
starting  construcion,  a  description  of 
proposed  rural  lines.  One  of  the  require¬ 
ments  covers  the  names  of  the  first  and 
the  last  customers  on  any  line  planned, 
as  well  as  the  number  of  customers  and 
the  length.  The  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission  let  it  be  known  that  it  will  op¬ 
pose  any  private  line  where  the  state 
Rural  Electrification  Authority  has 
planned  extensions. 

At  the  same  time  Gov.  Olin  Johnston 
was  accusing  unnamed  private  com¬ 
panies  with  building  lines  just  long 
enough  “to  cripple  our  program”  in 
areas  which  have  been  surveyed  by  the 
state  rural  authority.  Carolina  Power 
&  Light  Company  countered  with  a  suit 
to  stay  enforcement  of  rates  ranging 
from  9  mills  to  cents,  at  which  it  has 
been  ordered  to  supply  power  to  state 
rural  electrification  projects. 

The  case  against  rural  electrification 
received  considerable  attention  in  the 
January  Edison  Electric  Institute  buUe- 
tin.  One  argument  is  that  advanced  hy 
William  M.  Carpenter,  economist  for  the 
institute,  who  declares  twelve  years  of 
intensive  effort  in  Ontario,  backed  by 
what  he  regards  as  tax  subsidies,  have 
served  only  to  emphasize  the  inherent 
obstacles  to  such  a  program.  Mr.  Car¬ 
penter  contends  that,  in  spite  of  the  ad¬ 
vantages  of  prosperous  and  fairly  thickly 
populated  agricultural  country  in  its 
territory,  Ontario  Hydro  supplies  but  one 
farm  in  six.  Another  argument  is  that 
of  Major  H.  S.  Bennion,  assistant  man¬ 
aging  director  of  the  institute,  who 
criticises  R.E.A.  figures  comparing  rural 
electrification  in  New  Zealand  with  that 
in  New  York  and  Texas.  Population 
difference  and  many  instances  of  high 
rates  in  New  Zealand  form  the  basis  of 
his  criticism  of  the  agency. 

Other  recent  rural  electrification  news 
includes  the  following: 

ALABAMA — Balwin  County  Power  Com¬ 
pany  of  Bay  Minette  applies  to  the  Public 
Service  Commission  for  authority  to  con¬ 
struct  a  53-mile  rural  line. 

GEORGIA  —  Public  Service  Commission 
approves  Georgia  Power’s  plan  to  borrow 
$109^00  from  R.E.A.  for  eleven  rural  lines 
totaling  99.1  miles. 

LOUISIANA — First  rural  electrification 
project  for  Claiborne  Parish  is  completed 
by  Louisiana  Power  &  Light  and  “Miss 
Electricity”  is  selected  as  part  of  the  cere¬ 
mony  of  celebration. 


WILL  THIS  “SURPLUS”  POWER  BE  LEGAL  ? 


Widt  World 

G>n8triiction  in  the  immediate  foreground  is  the  start  on  Wheeler  Dam’s 
power  house  and  the  question  now  is:  Will  the  Supreme  Court  rule  that 
•his  and  other  T.V.A.  developments  may  sell  all  the  power  they  produee  or 
will  it  place  a  sharper  definition  on  the  disposal  of  “surplus”  energy? 
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Midwest  Meeting 
Program  Outlined 

Features  of  paramount  interest  to  the 
power  industry  are  being  incorporated  in 
the  programs  of  the  Midwest  Power  En¬ 
gineering  Conference  and  the  Midwest 
Engineering  and  Power  Exposition  to  be 
held  in  Chicago,  April  20-24,  according 
to  a  joint  announcement  by  Frank  D. 
Chase,  president  of  the  conference,  and 
George  E.  Pfisterer,  manager  of  the  ex¬ 
position. 

Among  the  conference  sessions  already 
organized  are  those  on  power  economics, 
coal,  refrigeration  and  power  transmis¬ 
sion.  One  of  the  papers  at  the  power 
economics  session  will  be  on  “Trends  in 
Power  Research,”  by  C.  F.  Hirshfeld  of 
the  Detroit  Edison  Company.  The  coal 
session  will  include  such  topics  as  “Use 
Value,”  “Equipment,”  “Simplification,” 
“Fuel  Economy”  and  “Co-ordination  of 
Controls.”  Joseph  Harrington,  Chicago 
engineer,  will  present  a  paper  on  “Sim¬ 
plification  of  Coal  Sizing.” 

Insulation  and  refrigerants  will  he 
among  the  topics  at  the  session  on  refrig¬ 
eration.  L.  S.  Morse,  York,  Pa.,  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  American  Society  of  Refrig¬ 
eration  Engineers,  will  discuss  “Power 
Used  in  Air  Conditioning.”  The  fourth 
session,  now  organized,  will  deal  with 
transmission  of  power  to  machinery  by 
means  of  belts  and  direct  motor  drives. 

Diesel,  internal  combustion  power,  fuel 
power  and  fuel-burning  equipment  will 
be  among  the  features  of  the  exposition. 
Aside  from  the  products  of  leading  power 
appliance  manufacturers  there  will  be  a 
number  of  highly  interesting  scientific 
exhibits. 


South  Carolina  Seeks 
Higher  Tax  on  Utilities 

Public  utilities  are  merchandising  the 
natural  resources  of  the  state  of  South 
Carolina  and  should  be  required  to  carry 
additional  taxes.  Gov.  Olin  D.  Johnston 
declared  in  his  annual  address  to  the 
Assembly.  “They  cannot  rightfully  call  a 
just  additional  tax  a  burdensome  one.” 
the  Govern<)r  continued,  “because  they 
have  heavily  profited  in  past  years  and 
are  still  doing  so.” 

‘‘Yardsticks”  Called 
Unnecessary  Waste 

Efforts  to  establish  “yardsticks”  for 
power  rates  through  publicly  owned 
plants  was  called  unnecessary  and  waste¬ 
ful  in  a  report  read  at  the  83d  annual 
convention  of  the  American  Society  of 
Civil  Engineers.  It  was  argued  that  com¬ 
petent  men,  if  appointed  to  public  regu¬ 
latory  bodies,  could  readily  determine 


fair  rates  without  the  expense  of  setting 
up  new  plants  to  duplicate  existing  facil¬ 
ities. 

The  report  was  an  adjunct  to  a  pro¬ 
gram  calling  on  the  government  to  make 
federal  works  less  costly,  less  political 
and  more  practical. 

Northwest  Association 
Changes  Meeting  Dates 

The  business  development  section  of 
the  Northwest  Electric  Light  and  Power 
Association  will  hold  its  annual  Confer¬ 
ence  in  Spokane,  March  5-7.  The  dates 
were  changed  from  those  tentatively  set 
in  February  because  of  conflict  with 
other  meetings. 

The  program  will  run  the  gamut  of 
load  development  possibilities  in  the  resi¬ 
dential,  commercial,  industrial  and  rural 
fields. 

Winter  Dinner  Planned 
by  Chicago  Wholesalers 

Plans  are  being  made  for  a  midwin¬ 
ter  jobber-manufacturer  dinner  in  Chi¬ 
cago  on  February  20  under  the  auspices 
of  the  Chicago  Electrical  Wholesalers’ 
Association.  All  branches  of  the  elec¬ 
trical  industry  are  invited.  R.  DeLano 
is  chairman  of  the  committee  in  charge. 


Blanket  Fees  Banned 

Blanket  fees  charged  operating  units 
in  Georgia  by  holding  companies  have 
been  banned  by  the  state  Public  Service 
Commission,  which  notes  that,  in  the 
past,  such  fees  have  been  disallowed  in 
specific  rate  investigations,  but  now  the 
policy  is  being  made  general. 


COMING  MEETINGS 


American  InHtitute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers — Winter  convention,  New  York, 
N.  Y.,  January  28-31.  H.  H.  Henline, 
national  secretary,  33  West  39th 
Street,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

National  Electrical  Manufacturers  Asso- 
ciaMon — Midwinter  meeting,  Waldorf- 
Astoria  Hotel,  New  York,  February 
3-8.  W.  J.  Donald,  managing  di¬ 
rector,  155  East  44th  St,  New  York. 

Edison  Electric  Institute — Third  annual 
sales  conference  and  sales  committee 
meetings,  Edgewater  Beach  Hotel, 
Chicago,  Ill.,  March  23-27.  Bernard 
F.  Weadock,  managing  director,  420 
Lexington  Avenue,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Midwest  Power  Engineering  Conference 
— Chicago,  IIK,  April  20-24.  G.  E. 
I’fisterer,  secretary,  308  West  Wash¬ 
ington  St.,  Chicago,  111. 

Electrocliemical  Society  —  Spring  meet¬ 
ing,  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  April  23-25. 
Colin  G.  Pink,  secretary,  Columbia 
University,  New  York,  N.  Y. 

Missouri  Association  of  Public  Utilities 
— Annual  meeting,  St.  Louis,  Mo., 
April  29-May  1.  Jesse  Blythe,  as¬ 
sistant  secretary.  Merchants  Bank 
Bldg.,  101  West  High  St.,  Jefferson 
City,  Mo. 


Indignation  Warms 
Meeting  in  Iowa 

In  the  heat  of  righteous  indignation 
those  attending  the  Iowa  Public  Utili- 
ties  Association  meeting  January  20  and 
21  kept  themselves  warm  even  though 
the  temperature  was  14  below  zero  in 
the  streets  and  only  a  little  higher  in  the 
convention  hotel.  Fuel  for  the  fires  of  re¬ 
sentment  was  supplied  by  Dr.  Hugh  S. 
Magill,  head  of  the  American  Federation 
of  Investors,  who  described  the  secret 
police  methods  that  agents  of  the  Black 
Committee  used  on  him.  It  was  quite 
startling  to  the  individualist  Iowa  mind 
to  learn  first  hand  that  in  this  country 
the  government,  which  is  sworn  to  guar¬ 
antee  it,  does  itself  violate  the  security 
of  the  citizen  in  his  home,  his  property 
and  his  effects. 

In  the  parallel  sales  and  operating 
sessions  the  utility  men  were  counseled 
to  “go  along”  with  the  New  Deal  in  its 
rural  electrification  efforts  by  Earl  N. 
Peak,  president  of  the  National  Electrical 
Contractors  Association,  who  said  that 
90  per  cent  of  what  appears  in  the  news¬ 
papers  about  the  program  and  progress 
of  R.E.A.  just  isn’t  so.  He  said  R.E.A. 
ideas  of  types  and  costs  of  rural  lines  had 
been  largely  revised  to  be  more  in  har¬ 
mony  with  facts. 

He  cited  the  favorable  consideration 
given  a  project  for  a  6,600-volt  line  cost¬ 
ing  $1,150,  to  include  two  transformers 
and  two  150-ft.  service  drops  to  two  cus¬ 
tomers. 

In  the  paper  on  municipal  ownership 
in  Iowa,  by  P.  A.  Stover,  and  in  discus¬ 
sion  of  it,  there  was  a  more  than  im¬ 
plicit  accusation  that  the  private  utilities 
had  not  handled  the  problem  intelli¬ 
gently.  C.  A.  Nash  outlined  the  benefits 
of  employee  co-operation  in  load  build¬ 
ing.  E.  A.  Holloway  explained  a  method 
to  tie  in  sales  with  lighting  advisory  work 
in  the  residential  field.  Lightning  arrest¬ 
ers,  highway  lighting,  life  of  wood  poles, 
refrigeration  load,  commercial  lighting 
sales  methods  and  other  subjects  figured 
in  the  sessions. 


Minnesota  Association 
to  Discuss  Rural  Lines 

Rural  electrification  and  a  business 
development  campaign  will  be  the  lead¬ 
ing  problems  considered  as  all  branches 
of  the  electrical  industry  in  Minnesota 
gather  for  the  ninth  annual  convention 
of  the  Minnesota  Electrical  Association 
at  St.  Cloud  February  21  and  22.  The 
association’s  meetings  will  be  held  in 
conjunction  with  the  third  annual  busi¬ 
ness  session  of  the  Minnesota  Electrical 
Council,  which  includes  electrical  con¬ 
tractors’  associations  of  Minneapolis,  St. 
_  Paul  and  Fargo,  N.  D. 
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Days  Lengthen,  Energy  Output  Recedes 
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As  is  usual  at  this  season  the  output 
of  electric  light  and  power  plants  is  de¬ 
creasing,  compared  with  the  winter  peak, 
but  it  continues  larger  than  in  any  pre¬ 
vious  winter.  During  the  week  ended 
January  18  it  amounted  to  1,949,676,000 
kw.-hr.,  according  to  the  Edison  Elec¬ 
tric  Institute,  thereby  surpassing  last 
year’s  figure  for  the  corresponding  week 
by  9.6  per  cent. 

The  previous  record  for  the  week  was 
1.833,500,000  kw.-hr.  in  1930.  This  has 
now  been  exceeded  by  6.3  per  cent.  The 
decrease  of  52,000,000  kw.-hr.  from  the 


December  maximum  was  somewhat  more 
pronounced  than  the  average  for  the  past 
six  years  but  it  was  smaller  than  in  1931, 
1932  and  1933. 

Relative  gains  over  last  year  continue 

Per  Cent  Change  from  Previous  Year 

- Week  ended —  -  — - 


Jan.  18 
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Pacific  Coast . 

+  11.8 
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United  States . 

+  9.6 

+  11.2 

+  11.2 

to  be  largest  in  the  Rocky  Mountain 
States.  In  the  Central  industrial  region 
the  margin  has  been  narrowing  during 
the  past  two  months,  but  this  change  is 
partly  offset  by  the  rising  gains  early  in 
193.5  over  1934.  To  a  lesser  extent  this 
applies  also  to  the  Elastern  areas. 


Weekly  Output,  Millions  of  Kw.-Hr. 


1936 

1935 

1934 

Jan. 

18... 

,  1,950 

Jan. 

19... 

.1,778 

Jan. 

20  .. 

1,625 

Jan. 

II.  .. 

.1,971 

Jan. 

12.  ., 

.  1,773 

Jan. 

13  .. 

1,646 

Jan. 

4.  . , 

.1,855 

Jan. 

5  .. 

.1,669 

Jait. 

6... 

1,564 

1935 

1934 

1933 

Dec. 

28  .  . 

.1,847 

Dec. 

29.. 

.1,650 

Dec. 

30  . . 

.1,539 

Dec. 

21.. 

.  2,002 

Dec. 

22.  .. 

.1,788 

Dec. 

23... 

.  1,657 

Dec. 

14  . 

.  1.983 

Dec. 

15.  . 

.1,767 

Dec. 

16. . . 

.1,644 

A.  G.  E.  Interveners 
Warned  by  Court 

Those  who  wish  to  intervene  in  the 
court  action  seeking  reorganization  of 
Associated  Gas  &  Electric  Company  have 
warned  emphatically  that  they  will 
have  to  pay  their  own  way  by  Judge 
Julian  Vy  .  Mack.  If  interveners  to  tbe 
lumber  of  20,  5,000  or  20,000  are  per¬ 
mitted  to  enter  the  case,  he  said  each 
uue  will  have  to  pay  his  own  attorneys’ 
fees. 

This  statement  was  inspired  by  a  hot 
dispute  in  which  Oliver  C.  Carpenter, 
representing  a  debenture  holder,  had  de¬ 
clared  hi'-  client  had  “an  absolute  right” 
to  intervene.  Judge  Mack  took  this  point 
Under  advisement,  but  censured  Mr,  Car- 


I>enter’s  charge  that  petitioners  for  the 
reorganization  and  attorneys  for  the  util¬ 
ity  are  acting  in  collusion  and  that  assets 
are  lieing  wasted  by  continual  adjourn¬ 
ments.  Judge  Mack  declared  these  state¬ 
ments  to  lie  close  to  contempt  of  court, 
while  the  lawyers  criticised  called  the 
attack  “unfounded,  recklessly  and  care¬ 
lessly  made.” 

• 

Union  Dispute  Settled 

Differences  with  union  employees  have 
been  settled  by  Northern  States  Power 
Company,  the  utility  restoring  wages  to 
the  1929  level,  recognizing  seniority 
rights,  promising  not  to  discriminate 
against  union  members  and  agreeing  to 
meet  employees’  representatives  on 
grievances. 


Empire  Gas  to  Build 

Construction  of  an  electric  plant  in 
the  town  of  Brutus,  N.  Y.,  at  a  cost  of 
$60,876  by  the  Empire  Gas  &  Electric 
Company  has  been  approved  by  the  state 
Public  Service  Commission. 

• 

Colorado  Company 
Boosts  Domestic  Use 

Electric  refrigerators  sold  by  Public 
Service  Company  of  Colorado  in  1935 
totaled  1,834  and  ranges  3.50 — most  of 
them  in  “fringe”  territory  and  rural  dis¬ 
tricts — complete  records  for  the  year  re¬ 
veal.  The  average  kilowatt  consumption 
by  domestic  customers  was  increased  to 
541.7,  the  company  reports. 
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Utility  Stocks  Slightly  Lower 

120 
HO 
too 

90 
80 
70 
60 
50 
40 
30 
20 
to 

1930  1931  1932  1933  1934  1935  Jan.  Feb.  Mar  Apr.  May  June  July 

1936 


Bonds  Sold  Privately 
by  Canadian  Company 

While  only  one  small  utility  bond  issue 
was  offered  this  week,  it  is  learned  that 
the  West  Kootenay  Power  &  Light  Com¬ 
pany  has  arranged  to  refund  its  5  per 
cent  first  mortgage  bonds,  totaling  about 
$6,300,000,  through  the  sale  of  an  issue 
of  similar  size,  but  at  a  lower  interest 
rate,  to  the  Sun  Life  Assurance  Com¬ 
pany  of  Canada. 

The  week’s  only  formal  offering  was 
$750,000  of  4  per  cent  first  mortgage 
bonds,  series  A,  of  the  Cape  &  Vineyard 
Electric  Company  at  103.25,  The  bonds 
are  due  in  1965  and  part  of  the  proceeds 
will  be  used  to  repay  demand  notes  held 
by  the  New  England  Gas  &  Electric  Asso¬ 
ciation,  the  parent  company. 


Irregular  price  ehangets  occurred  in  the  light  and  power  stock  list  this  week. 
As  a  result  of  the  mixture  of  gains  and  losses  the  ^^Electrical  World”  index 
was  slightly  lower — 35.0;  last  week,  35.3. 


Water  Works  Aids 
Debenture  Conversion 


Science,  Industry 
Honor  James  Watt 

Engineers,  educators  and  industrialists 
joined  over  last  weekend  and  early  this 
week  in  the  bicentenary  celebration  com¬ 
memorating  James  Watt,  “symbol  of  the 
industrial  age,”  The  three-day  program 
in  the  United  States,  January  19  to  21, 
was  under  the  auspices  of  Lehigh  Uni¬ 
versity,  the  Franklin  Institute  of  the  state 
of  Pennsylvania  and  the  American 
Society  of  Mechanical  Engineers  in  com¬ 
bination  with  the  Newcomen  Society  of 
England,  which  put  on  its  principal  cele¬ 
bration  in  Great  Britain  on  January  22. 
An  international  broadcast  on  Sunday 
also  was  a  feature. 

Representatives  of  many  industries, 
six  Eastern  universities  and  two  tech¬ 
nical  societies  who  took  part,  in  addition 
to  hearing  many  papers  devoted  to  Watt’s 
work  and  what  it  has  meant  to  industry, 
saw  demonstrations  of  models  of  the 
Newcomen  and  Watt  engines,  including 
a  working  model  of  the  Watt  engines 
produced  about  1790. 

• 

Acquisition  Approved 

Absorption  of  Westminster  (Md.)  Con¬ 
solidated  Public  Utilities  Company  by 
Consolidated  Gas.  Electric  Light  &  Power 
Company  of  Baltimore  has  been  ap¬ 
proved  by  the  state  Public  Service  Com¬ 
mission. 

• 

Merger  Disapproved 

Acquisition  of  Harrisville  Electric 
Light  &  Power  Company  stock  by  North¬ 
ern  New  York  Utilities.  Inc.,  at  a  price 
of  not  less  than  $24,000  was  overruled 
by  the  New  York  Public  Service  Com¬ 


mission,  which  declared  the  net  value  to 
be  only  $18,660.47.  Harrisville  Electric 
purchases  energy  from  the  Northern 
New  York  company. 

Massachusetts  Utility’s 
Stock  Sale  Is  Approved 

Sale  of  25,280  shares  of  Southeastern 
Massachusetts  Power  &  Electric  Com¬ 
pany  stock  to  Massachusetts  Utilities 
Associates  has  been  approved  by  the  Se¬ 
curities  and  Exchange  Commission.  Mas¬ 
sachusetts  Utilities  controls  Southeastern 
and  the  latter,  in  turn,  proposes  to  ac¬ 
quire  Plymouth  Electric  Light  Company 
with  proceeds  of  the  stock  sale.  The 
S.E.C.  said  the  public  interest  would  be 
served  through  the  further  integration 
of  the  system  as  contemplated. 

Light  Advisory  Service 
Organized  by  Utility 

Organization  of  a  home-lighting  ad¬ 
visory  service,  an  entirely  new  depart¬ 
ment  under  Miss  Sarah  Moore,  is  an¬ 
nounced  by  the  Appalachian  Electric 
Pow'cr  Company.  Requests  for  such  in¬ 
formation,  the  company  reports,  have 
increased  twenty-fold  within  a  year.  The 
company  also  is  presenting  radio  pro¬ 
grams  on  better  lighting. 

• 

Ohio  Merger  Approved 

A  move  t«»  simplify  the  corporate  struc¬ 
ture  of  Columbia  Gas  &  Electric  Com¬ 
pany’s  Ohio  affiliates  has  been  approved 
by  the  state  Public  Utilities  Commission, 
which  authorized  Cincinnati  Gas  &  Elec¬ 
tric  to  take  over  Southwestern  Ohio 
Power  and  assume  its  $1,6,50,229  indebt¬ 
edness. 


Arrangements  have  been  made  by 
American  Water  Works  &  Electric  so 
that  holders  of  the  5  per  cent  debentures 
may  receive  March  1  interest  and  still  be 
able  to  convert  into  common  stock  at 
that  time.  As  March  1  falls  on  a  Sun¬ 
day,  and  the  indenture  makes  no  pro¬ 
vision  for  that  contingency,  it  had  been 
feared  that  those  who  wished  to  convert 
into  50  common  shares  (the  rate  is  SSVs 
per  $1,000  debenture  after  March  1) 
would  sacrifice  the  interest.  Conversion 
at  the  50-share  rate  now  has  l)een  ex¬ 
tended  to  and  including  March  2. 

• 

Niagara  Hudson  Unit 
Votes  Merger  Plan 

Plans  for  consolidaticm  of  ten  compa¬ 
nies,  nine  of  them  affiliates,  in  the  Nia¬ 
gara  Huds(tn  Power  Corporation  system 
(Elkctricai.  World,  January  4,  page 
99)  moved  closer  to  completion  this  week 
when  stockholders  of  the  Northern  New 
York  Utilities,  Inc.,  with  which  the  other 
jiroperties  are  to  be  merged,  voted  in 
favor  of  the  plan.  The  consolidation  pro¬ 
posal  is  another  step  in  Niagara  Hudson’s 
plan  of  corporate  simplification  of  sub¬ 
sidiary  companies. 

• 

Mid-West  Reorganization 
Cost  Put  at  $2,000,000 

Submission  of  the  first  list  of  fees 
charged  for  reorganization  of  Middle 
West  Utilities  as  Middle  West  Corpora¬ 
tion  indicates  that  the  total  will  come 
to  more  than  $2,000,000.  Bills  pre¬ 
sented  for  court  approval  aggregated 
$1,604,09.5,  with  the  charges  of  four  attor¬ 
neys  still  to  be  presented.  Total  fees  and 
expenses,  in  the  light  of  trustees’  estimates 
of  earnings  for  1936  and  1937,  would  ab¬ 
sorb  most,  if  not  all,  of  the  net  income  o 
the  two  years. 
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MANUFACTVRmG 

AND 

MARKETS 

Seasonal  Business  Gain  Imperceptible 


Favorable 

Retail  Hales  show  good  gains. 

Appliance  sales  outlook  bright. 

Steel  output  holds  above  50%. 

Car  loadings  gain  over  1935. 

Bonus  seems  sure  to  pass. 

Selling  the  Farmer 
Studied  at  Meeting 

160  of  utilities’  salesmen  attend  confer¬ 
ence  at  Cleveland,  first  of  its  kind  ever 
to  be  held  —  E.  W.  Allen  and  C.  G.  Neff 
among  principal  speakers  heard 

First  of  its  kind — and  probably  to  be 
supplemented  by  subsequent  regional 
meetings — a  farm  power  sales  confer¬ 
ence  was  held  in  Cleveland  at  Nela  Park 
January  13-15  to  which  came  more  than 
160  utility  men  from  26  states. 

George  A.  Rietz,  in  charge  of  General 
Electric’s  rural  electrification  division  at 
Schenectady,  N.  Y.,  presided  at  the  three- 
day  meeting.  Local  meetings,  scheduled 
by  groups  of  power  company  represen¬ 
tatives,  and  attended  by  all  members  of 
utility  rural  electrification  departments, 
will  probably  be  held  in  several  parts  of 
the  country  during  the  next  60  to  90 
days.  With  1935’s  farm  income  esti¬ 
mated  roughly  at  $6,800,000,000  and  not 
likely^ — at  least  during  1936 — to  be  ma¬ 
terially  upset  by  the  recent  Supreme 
Court  decisions  on  the  A.A.A. — more 
utilities  are  becoming  actively  interested 
in  building  their  rural  electric  loads  to 
substantal  proportions. 

During  the  course  of  the  three  days 
spent  at  Nela  Park  the  opportunity  was 
provided  for  a  complete  discussion  and 
examination  of  practically  all  problems 
connected  with  the  use  of  electricity  on 
the  farm.  Stressed  were  the  fundamen¬ 
tals  of  adequate  farm  wiring  and  the 
economics  of  equipment  available  for 
lightening  the  load  of  the  farmer  and  of 
the  farmer’s  wife. 

In  one  of  the  principal  dinner  speeches 
Vice-President  E.  W.  Allen  of  General 
Electric  pointed  out  that  the  standard- 
tMtion  of  voltages  and  frequencies 
throughout  most  of  the  country  con¬ 
tributed  mightily  to  the  stimulation  of 
the  sale  of  electrical  equipment. 

Rapping  the  proposals  heard  in  some 
Quarters  at  the  present  time  of  making 
electric  rates  to  farm  customers  lower 
than  will  yield  a  fair  return  upon  the 
business,  G.  C.  Neff  of  the  Wisconsin 
ower  &  Light  Company  did  call  upon 


Unfavorable 

Power’H  gain  over  1935  pared. 
Auto  plants  below  expectatjons. 
Courts  hold  up  utility  budgets. 
Congress  worries  Industry. 
Inflation  trend  again  prominent. 


the  utilities  to  recognize  the  fact  that 
they  cannot  expect  to  get  a  full  return 
from  the  farm  business  during  the  pres¬ 
ent  development  stage,  but  must  be  will¬ 
ing  to  take  a  small  return  and  aggres¬ 
sively  build  up  the  business  so  that  it 
will  in  time  pay  on  the  investment. 

• 

Inspections  Criticised 

Insufiicient  municipal  appropriations 
for  electrical  inspection  were  blamed  for 
the  existence  of  many  fire  hazards  by 
William  McGuiness  of  Chicago,  speaking 
before  Kentucky’s  chapter  of  the  Inter¬ 
national  Association  of  Electrical  Inspec¬ 
tors. 

• 

Electrical  Trucks  Gain 

Shipments  of  electrical  industrial 
trucks  and  tractors  during  1935  exceeded 
the  1934  figure  by  55  per  cent  and  1933 
by  78  per  cent,  the  respective  yearly 


totals  of  ten  leading  manufacturers,  as 
reported  to  the  Bureau  of  the  Census, 
being  920,  593  and  561  units. 

• 

Association  Organized 
by  Electrical  Leagues 

Organization  of  the  International  As¬ 
sociation  of  Electrical  Leagues  was  com¬ 
pleted  in  Washington  recently  with  25 
local  leagues  represented.  The  new  asso¬ 
ciation  is  open  to  all  electrical  co-opera¬ 
tive  market  developing  organizations  and 
will  be  administered  by  a  board  composed 
of  the  various  division  chairmen. 

Chairman  of  the  Washington  meeting 
was  J.  E.  North.  N.E.M.A.  officials  at¬ 
tending  included  W.  J.  Donald,  manag¬ 
ing  director;  E,  M.  Rice,  0.  C.  Small  and 
J.  W.  Speer.  J.  A.  Smith  attended  for 
the  cord  manufacturers. 

• 

Air  Conditioning  Gains 
33  per  cent  in  Chicago 

Installation  of  317  air-conditioning 
systems  in  Chicago  last  year,  a  gain  of 
33  per  cent  over  the  238  listed  for  1934, 
is  reported  in  a  compilation  made  by  the 
Commonwealth  Edison  Company.  Of  the 
total,  44  of  the  installations  were  in 
stores.  Most  significant,  the  report  points 
out,  were  the  gains  in  the  small  store, 
restaurant  and  private  office  classes. 

• 

Iron  Sales  Contest 

Duke  Power’s  recent  electric  iron  sales 
campaign  resulted  in  sales  of  1,733  auto¬ 
matic  models  and  more  than  100  of  the 
company’s  employees  received  these  irons 


AGRARIAN-MINDED  RURAL  SALESMEN 


Farm  food,  served  country  style,  and  these  160  salesmen  in  the  costume 
of  the  open  spares  laid  into  it  at  their  meeting  at  the  General  Electric  Insti¬ 
tute,  Nela  Park,  Cleveland.  Most  of  them  sell  for  the  public  utilities  and 
they  gathered  to  hear  a  score  of  manufacturers’  representatives  tell  about 
how  to  sell  things  electric  to  the  farmer  and  to  see  the  latest  electric  equip¬ 
ment  for  the  farm  demonstrated. 
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as  prizes  for  their  efforts.  The  campaign 
was  undertaken  under  an  arrangement 
with  American  Electrical  Heater  Com¬ 
pany.  And,  due  to  the  pushing  of  the 
automatic  product,  1,669  non-automatic 
irons  were  sold. 

G.  E.  Horae  Bureau 
Headed  by  Snyder 

A  new  bureau  is  among  the  high 
points  in  General  Electric’s  1936  appli¬ 
ance  sales  effort,  says  C.  E.  Wilson,  vice- 
president,  in  announcing  the  home  bureau 
to  co-ordinate  more  effectively  the  com¬ 
pany’s  services  for  architects  and  home 
builders.  Carl  M.  Snyder  is  manager  of 
this  outgrowth  of  the  demonstration 
home-building  program. 

The  start  of  the  G.  E.  lamp  campaign 
was  distribution  of  two  sets  of  “ac¬ 
cordion”  broadsides  in  color — one  of 
eighteen  pages  and  the  other  of  26.  The 
three-point  sales  program  includes  wider 
advertising,  efforts  to  further  the  present 
interest  in  better  light  and  better  sight, 
and  steps  to  keep  this  interest  constantly 
alive.  The  company  plans  more  than 
400,000,000  advertising  messages  on 
lamps  and  seeing. 

Hotpoint  appliances  are  being  pushed 
through  a  “Redman”  display  accommo¬ 
dating  twelve  appliances  and  having  a 
pocket  for  100  consumer  folders,  and  a 
variety  of  consumer  information  will  be 
presented  on  Hotpoint  refrigerators. 

• 

Switchgear  Standards 

First  of  a  series  of  publications  to 
supersede  various  sections  of  1931 
switchgear  standards  is  announced  by 
the  National  Electrical  Manufacturers 
Association,  covering  power  switching 
equipment.  Other  sections  to  be  dis¬ 
placed  are  standards  for  oil  circuit 
breakers,  power  switchboards,  distribu¬ 
tion  cutouts,  etc. 

Portland  Sales  Large 

Retail  value  of  all  kinds  of  domestic 
electric  appliances  sold  in  the  Portland, 
Ore.,  territory  in  1935  was  about  $5,000,- 
000,  according  to  A.  C.  McMicken.  gen¬ 
eral  sales  manager  of  the  Portland  Gen¬ 
eral  Electric  Company. 


New  York  Metal  Prices 


Jan  IS,  1936 

Jan.  22.  1936 

Cents  per 

Centa  per 

Pound 

Pound 

Copper  electrolytic . 

Lead.  Am.  S.  A  R.  price. 

9.25* 

4.50 

9.25* 

4.50 

Antimony . 

13.625 

12.625 

Nickel  ingot . 

35.00 

35.00 

Zinc  spot . 

5.225 

5.225 

Tin  Straita . 

47.75 

46.25 

Aluminum.  99  per  cent. . 

19—21 

l»— 21 

•Delivered  Connecticut  Valley. 


New  Insurance  Plan 

Adoption  of  a  new  co-operative  insur¬ 
ance  plan  by  some  2,000  employees  of 
Hobart  Manufacturing  Company  was 
announced  last  week.  The  arrangement 
succeeds  that  in  force  since  1931  and 
provides  life  insurance,  accident  protec¬ 
tion  and  sickness  and  non-occupational 
accident  benefits.  Protection  may  l)e  con- 


NEW  ENGLAND 

Sales  of  electrical  equipment  in  this  dis¬ 
trict  are  steady,  though  confined  to  single 
orders  of  small  motors  and  control  appa¬ 
ratus  for  the  most  part.  Industrial  heating 
inquiries  continue  to  be  received  in  good 
volume,  with  interest  centering  on  low  kw. 
ratings  for  use  in  metal  heat  treatments. 
Orders  for  industrial  switches,  according  to 
one  manufacturer,  show  improvement  over 
the  trend  last  year. 

Domestic  electric  cooking  units  are  attract¬ 
ing  interest;  sales  of  second-hand  commer¬ 
cial  cooking  ovens  have  been  very  active  and 
the  available  supply  has  been  practically  de¬ 
pleted  in  this  district.  Indications  of  an  ex¬ 
pansion  in  buildings  of  the  residential  type 
point  to  an  encouraging  outlook  for  domestic 
refrigeration  and  air  conditioning.  Inquiries 
for  illuminating  equipment  are  active;  a 
contract  for  electrical  supplies  amounting  to 
$64,850  for  a  Providence,  R.  I.,  high  school 
will  be  signed  shortly. 

The  Hygrade-Sylvania  Corporation,  Salem. 
Mass.,  is  planning  to  increase  production  of 
its  radio  tubes  and  will  expend  about  $250,- 
000  for  the  construction  of  a  new  factory  for 
this  purpose. 

PACIFIC  COAST 

Heavy  machinery  and  motor  sales  in  this 
area  are  temporarily  non-existent,  while 
meter  and  transformer  business  has  dropped 
to  a  trickle  compared  with  demand  of  the 
previous  fortnight,  although  its  momentum 
still  fills  Coast  factories.  Wholesalers’  sales¬ 
men  report  a  nice  proportion  of  standard 
maintenance  material,  indicative  of  the  first 
serious  effort  to  restore  plants  to  pre-depres¬ 
sion  efficiency. 

The  Colorado  River  aqueduct  construction 
is  approaching  its  peak  with  about  half  of 
the  $135,000,000  work  completed  and  the 
other  half  in  progress;  the  electrical  total 
completed  is  $4,000,000  or  about  7  per  cent 
of  the  expenditure  to  date.  December  wit¬ 
nessed  the  start  of  work  on  25  miles  of 
the  upper  feeder  distribution  system.  A 
four-carload  order  of  bare  and  weatherproof 
wire  is  reported  in  the  Utah  area  and  a 
carload  of  glass  insulators  and  ten  carloads 
of  crossarms  for  central  stock  in  the  Bay 
area,  subject  to  regular  maintenance  or 
minor  extension  demand.  Especially  signi¬ 
ficant  is  the  announcement  by  Pacific  Gas  & 
Electric  of  six  sub-standard  extensions  in 
the  Coast  Range  and  Sierra  foothill  regions, 
totaling  $75,000  for  50  miles  of  line,  to  serve 
210  applicants. 

On  the  Golden  Gate  Bridge  much  span 
steel  is  now  being  put  in  place,  forecasting 
early  readiness  for  the  beginning  of  perma¬ 
nent  electrical  work.  Construction  is  still 
almost  strictly  confined  to  state,  county  and 
municipal  building,  with  bids  shortly  to  be 
ready  on  the  San  Francisco,  Sonoma  and 
Tehama  county  hospitals,  six  municipal 
buildings  including  Los  Angeles,  and  con¬ 
siderable  school  groups.  Lighting  fixture 


tinued  after  leaving  the  company’s  em¬ 
ploy  if  the  employee  desires. 

Plant  Is  Reconditioned 

The  Montgomery  steam  plant  of  the 
Alabama  Power  Company,  idle  for  ten 
years,  has  been  reconditioned  for  service 
as  a  “stand-by.”  The  plant  was  oper¬ 
ated  for  a  week  after  the  reconditioning. 


prospects  are  exceptionally  good  with  1,500 
units  needed  for  the  state  motor  vehicle 
and  public  works  buildings  in  Sacramento, 
1,600  more  for  schools  in  Tulare  and  a  $2,000 
job  for  a  San  Francisco  high  school. 

The  price  trend  is  slightly  upward,  such 
a  staple  as  flexsteel  having  advanced  5  per 
cent  and  copper  and  weatherproof  wires 
about  a  quarter  cent  in  the  Northwest  due  to 
a  freight  revision  there. 

NEW  YORK 

Eastern  business  draws  more  consolation 
from  retail  figures  than  industrial  statistics 
at  the  moment,  most  manufacturing  lines 
having  failed  to  score  any  noteworthy  upturn 
so  far  in  the  New  Year,  while  some  are  less 
active  than  in  late  1935.  The  most  favor¬ 
able  news  is  the  Federal  Reserve  report  of  a 
10.7  per  cent  gain  over  a  year  ago  in  de¬ 
partment  store  sales  (after  a  Christmas  sea¬ 
son  which  was  not  up  to  expectations)  during 
the  period  from  January  2  to  16. 

Somewhat  disappointing  is  the  inability  of 
the  steel  industry  to  show  any  kind  of  an 
output  bulge,  although  production  has  held 
at  or  above  50  per  cent.  The  introduction  of 
new  models  last  fall  is  holding  the  automo¬ 
bile  companies  below  the  seasonal  pattern, 
handicapping  the  steel  mills.  Moderately 
disappointing,  too,  is  the  dip  in  power  out¬ 
put’s  margin  over  a  year  ago  to  9.6  per  cent 
against  11.2  a  week  earlier. 

Utility  construction  continues  largely  in  the 
planning  stage,  but  Wheeling  Electric  is  re¬ 
ported  ready  to  build  two  substations  to  cost 
about  $.50,000  each. 

CHICAGO 

Wholesale  and  retail  trade  remained  fairly 
stable  during  the  week,  showing,  however,  a 
sizable  increase  over  the  comparable  period 
last  year.  Political  uncertainties  tended  to 
cloud  the  outlook  somewhat.  Reconciled  to 
the  enactment  of  the  bonus  legislation  by 
Congress,  business  awaited  the  form  which 
the  financing  would  take.  The  decision  of 
the  Supreme  Court  in  the  T.V.A.  case  is 
naturally  awaited  with  extreme  interest  by 
the  electrical  industry. 

Considerable  encouragement  was  derived 
from  the  records  set  by  the  two  major  house- 
furnishing  shows  which  closed  tliis  week. 
.Sales  recorded  were  approximately  57  per 
cent  aliove  the  previous  year  and  attendance 
was  proportionately  higher.  Manufacturers 
of  metering  devices  report  a  number  of  new 
orders  contracted  for.  This  branr  li  of  the 
electrical  industrv  is  enjoying  a  decided  im¬ 
provement  in  sales.  Negotiations  are  prac¬ 
tically  completed  for  a  sizable  order  calling 
for  generating  equipment  and  transformers- 

According  to  statistics  just  completed  hv 
the  Commonwealth  Edison  Company,  317 
new  air  conditioning  systems  were  installed 
in  Chicago  last  year,  a  gain  of  33  per  cent 
over  the  238  in  1934.  This  brought  the  tota 
number  of  installations  in  the  city  to  l-H 
with  an  aggregate  capacity  of  49,0(X)  hp. 


Field  Reports  on  Business 

The  month  of  January  ha.s  no  more  than  held  its  own  industrially,  reports  to 
Elkctrical  World  reveal. 
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Air-Conditioning  Tests, 
Refrigerator  Standards 

Completing  a  co-operative  effort  in¬ 
volving  both  the  air-conditioning  and  re¬ 
frigerating  manufacturers’  associations 
and  sponsored  by  the  American  Society 
of  Refrigerating  Engineers,  proposed 
standard  methods  of  rating  and  testing 
equipment  recently  were  made  available. 
Simultaneous  completion  of  tl^e  reports 
is  viewed  as  being  of  special  advantage 
to  the  young  air-conditioning  industry 
due  to  the  standards  provided  on  re¬ 
frigerating  equipment. 

It  is  pointed  out  that  four  methods  of 
testing  and  rating  mechanical  condens¬ 
ing  units  are  proposed  as  optional  in  the 
refrigerating  equipment  report. 


I.E.S.  Specifications 

The  Illuminating  Engineering  Society 
announces  several  changes  in  lamp  speci¬ 
fications,  covering,  among  others,  the 
standard  150-watt  medium  base  lamp  and 
the  three-light,  50,  100  and  150-watt 
lamps.  For  indirect  floor  lamps  the 
specification  has  been  enlarged  in  scope 
by  omission  of  the  size  and  type  of  bulb 
to  be  used,  but  the  minimum  level  of 
foot-candles  is  maintained. 


Underwriters  Move 

Removal  of  the  Underwriters’  Labora¬ 
tories’  New  York  offices  from  109 
Leonard  Street  to  the  Butterick  Building, 
161  Sixth  Avenue,  was  announced  re¬ 
cently.  Features  of  the  new  test  equip¬ 
ment  are  the  soundproof  room  for  fire 
and  burglary  alarms  and  a  glass-inclosed 
induced-draft  hood  for  burnout  and  other 
such  tests  on  cable,  transformers  and 
heating  appliances. 

• 

Boulder  Dam  Generators 

Work  on  two  more  82,500-kva.  elec¬ 
tric  generators  for  Boulder  Dam  will  be 
started  by  General  Electric  Company  in 
March,  the  company  announces.  One 
such  already  is  installed  and  another  is 
being  shipped  at  the  present  time.  Each 
generator  weighs  more  than  2,000,000 
Ih.,  standing  32  ft.  high,  and  at  least 
^  freight  cars  will  be  required  to  ship 
the  two  new  units  when  they  are  com¬ 
pleted. 


Kelviiiator  Shipments  Up 

An  increase  of  28  per  cent  in  Kelvina- 
Corporation  shipments  is  reported 
®r  the  December  31  quarter,  unit  vol- 
rising  to  41,270  from  32,240  in  the 
1934  period.  A  gain  of  2,000  units 
so  was  recorded  over  the  third  quarter 

®  1935,  contrary  to  the  usual  seasonal 

trend. 


With  the  Municipals 

PARAGOULD,  ARK.  —  Petitions  for  re¬ 
hearing  in  the  municipal  light  plant  case 
have  been  denied  by  the  state  Supreme 
Court.  The  court  recently  held  that  the 
city  is  not  required  to  obtain  a  certificate 
of  convenience  and  necessity  from  the  Ar¬ 
kansas  State  Department  of  Public  Utilities 
before  it  can  proceed  with  plans  to  build  a 
municipal  power  plant  with  proceeds  of  a 
bond  issue  voted  by  citizens  more  than  two 
years  ago  (Ei.ECTRtCAL  World,  January  18, 
page  78).  The  Arkansas  Utilities  Company, 
which  serves  the  city,  has  filed  suit  in  the 
District  Court  at  Washington  to  restrain 
Harold  L.  Ickes,  P.W.A.  administrator,  from 
lending  P.W.A.  funds  to  the  city  to  build 
a  competing  plant.  That  suit  will  be  gov¬ 
erned  by  the  decision  in  similar  cases  which 
will  be  appealed  to  the  United  States  Su¬ 
preme  Court  following  a  recent  issuance  of 
an  order  in  the  District  Court  enjoining 
expenditure  of  P.W.A.  funds  for  construc¬ 
tion  of  certain  utilities. 

BEDFORD,  IOWA — In  a  special  election 
the  voters  rejected  a  proposal  to  give  the 
lowa-Nebraska  Light  &  Power  Company  a 
25-year  franchise.  The  election  was  called 
by  city  officials  after  the  company  claimed 
it  had  a  franchise  acquired  by  purchase 
from  a  previous  private  owner.  City  officials 
maintained  the  company  had  a  contract  with 
the  city  for  pumping  water  only. 

TUPELO,  MISS. — Discontinuance  of  the 
surcharge  on  all  industrial  and  commercial 
electrical  accounts  has  been  announced  by 
Mayor  J.  P.  Nanney,  a  move  expected  to 
net  large  savings  to  industrial  and  com¬ 
mercial  customers  who  already  have  become 
accustomed  to  T.V.A.  rates.  Heretofore,  all 
such  accounts  within  the  city  carried  a  sur¬ 
charge  which  amounted  to  10  per  cent  of 
the  net  amount  called  for.  This  surcharge 
will  be  removed  effective  as  of  February  I. 
The  present  income  to  the  city  from  elec¬ 
trical  profits  are  more  than  adequate  to 
take  care  of  taxes,  reserves,  interest  on  the 
city’s  equity  and  all  other  expenses  charge¬ 
able  to  the  city  light  department. 

LA  PLATA,  MO. — The  right  of  the  city 
to  construct  a  municipal  power  plant  over 
the  protest  of  the  Missouri  Power  &  Light 
Company  has  been  upheld  in  Macon  County 
Circuit  Court.  Judge  Harry  L.  Libby  handed 
down  a  nineteen-page  decision  sustaining  a 
demurrer  entered  by  the  city  to  quash  in¬ 
junction  proceedings  brought  by  the  utility 
company.  The  suit  was  entered  by  the 
power  company  to  stop  the  issuing  of 
$75,000  on  bonds  and  acceptance  of  a  $25,000 
government  grant  which  would  finance  the 
city-owned  plant. 

DESHLER,  NEB.  —  Southern  Nebraska 
Power  Company  has  been  denied  an  injunc¬ 
tion  by  the  Nebraska  Supreme  Court  in 
action  brought  against  the  city.  Several 
years  ago  the  city  commissioners  passed  an 
ordinance  which  submitted  to  a  vote  of 
the  people  a  $29,000  bond  issue  for  con¬ 
struction  and  maintenance  of  a  municipal 
lighting  plant.  This  was  approved.  The 
action  by  the  power  company,  which  has 
an  $80,000  plant  in  the  city,  was  brought 
under  the  declaratory  judgment  act,  but  the 
court  held  that  the  members  of  the  city 
board  were  interested  and  necessary  parties, 
and  not  having  been  made  defendants,  suit 
cannot  be  maintained  under  that  act,  which 
requires  all  such  persons  to  be  joined.  The 
plant  has  already  been  completed  and  is 
now  in  operation.  It  is  doubtful,  for  this 
reason,  if  the  power  company  will  ask  for 
a  rehearing  of  the  case. 

HASTINGS,  NEB. — City  Council  has  an¬ 
nounced  that  electrical  rates  furnished  by 
the  municipal  plant  would  be  reduced.  The 


reduction  will  mean  a  saving  of  $18,000 
annually  to  consumers.  Declaring  a  sur¬ 
plus  in  the  municipal  light  plant  fund,  the 
Council  also  voted  to  transfer  $15,000  an¬ 
nually  to  pay  on  the  city’s  bonded  indebt¬ 
edness. 

CAMDEN,  N.  J. — A  bill  has  been  intro¬ 
duced  in  the  State  Senate  by  Senator  Albert 
E.  Burling  to  permit  this  city  to  issue  bonds 
to  construct  a  municipal  light  plant  which 
was  twice  approved  by  the  voters.  The  bill 
is  patterned  after  one  introduced  last  ses¬ 
sion  which  was  passed  by  the  House,  but 
bottled  up  in  a  Senate  committee.  The 
new  bill  permits  the  city  to  issue  construc¬ 
tion  bonds  to  be  retired  wholly  from  profits 
derived  from  the  plant.  The  bill  stated 
that  the  bond  issue  would  not  be  considered 
a  debt  chargeable  against  taxpayers  and  that 
default  in  principal  or  interest  would  not 
entitle  holders  to  enforce  payment  through 
taxation. 

HARRISBURG,  S.  D. — Whether  munici¬ 
pal  electrical  equipment  shall  be  sold  to  the 
Northern  States  Power  Company  will  be 
decided  by  voters  at  a  special  election  to 
be  held  February  11.  The  town  already 
purchases  power  from  the  company,  but  at 
present  owns  the  distributing  system.  Should 
the  voters  approve  the  sale  Northern  States 
will  continue  to  supply  electricity  under 
terms  of  a  twenty-year  franchise. 

HIGHLAND,  ILL.— Highland  Light  Com¬ 
pany,  a  municipally  owned  plant,  allowed 
a  50  per  cent  discount  on  December  bills 
to  its  customers  to  encourage  the  citizens  to 
install  Christmas  displays  at  their  business 
establishments  and  homes  during  the  holi¬ 
day  season. 

BOONVILLE,  IND. — At  a  special  elec¬ 
tion,  citizens  by  a  vote  of  more  than  two  to 
one  decided  to  buy  the  electric  light  plant 
from  the  Southern  Indiana  Gas  &  Electric 
Company.  The  plant  at  Boonville  at  one 
time  was  municipally  OMmed. 

HUNTINGTON,  IND.— Purchase  of  a  72- 
acre  power  plant  site  east  of  the  city  has 
been  announced  by  J.  0.  Young,  president 
of  the  Municipal  Light  &  Power  Company, 
Inc.,  formed  to  compete  with  the  Northern 
Indiana  Power  Company.  The  Corporation’s 
program  has  been  approved  by  Mayor  Clare 
W.  Bangs  and  will  not  conflict  with  steps 
taken  by  the  City  Council  to  establish  a 
municipally  owned  utility,  it  was  said.  Peti¬ 
tion  for  a  permit  to  sell  electric  energy  in 
Huntington  has  been  filed  with  the  Public 
Service  Commission  by  the  Municipal  Light 
&  Power  Company. 

JEFFERSON,  OKLA.^ — Citizens  by  an  al¬ 
most  unanimous  vote  granted  a  new  25- 
year  franchise  to  the  Oklahoma  Gas  & 
Electric  Company. 

NUNDA,  S.  D. — Granting  of  a  franchise 
to  the  Union  Public  Service  Company  for 
supplying  domestic  and  commercial  elec¬ 
tricity  has  been  sanctioned  by  voters  at 
a  special  election. 

COLUMBUS,  NEB. — A  campaign  has  been 
launched  for  a  municipally  owned  electric 
distribution  system.  The  proposal  is  that 
revenue  bonds  be  issued  to  build  the  sys¬ 
tem,  and  that  electricity  be  obtained  from  the 
Loup  River  public  power  district.  Members 
of  the  committee  pointed  out  the  city  could 
retire  the  bonds  through  earnings. 

ILION,  N.  Y. — Village  has  filed  a  revision 
of  electric  rates  with  the  state  Public  Service 
Commission  which  is  estimated  to  save  all 
general  lighting  customers  of  the  municipal 
plant  about  $10,000  annually. 

BURLINGTON,  KAN. — Full  payment  hav¬ 
ing  been  made  by  tbe  city  to  Kansas  Utilities 
Company  for  its  distribution  system,  dismissal 
of  all  litigation  pending  in  the  courts  has 
been  agreed  upon,  ending  an  extended  contro¬ 
versy  growing  oat  of  the  city’s  determination 
to  produce  and  distribute  its  own  power  and 
light. 
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Civil  Engineers  Elect 
D.  W.  Mead  President 

Daniel  W.  Mead,  nationally  known  hy¬ 
draulic,  power  and  valuation  engineer  of 
Madison,  Wis.,  was  elected  president  of 
the  American  Society  of  Civil  Engineers 
at  the  83d  annual  meeting  of  the  so¬ 
ciety,  held  last  week.  He  is  a  member 
of  the  engineering  firm  of  Mead  &  Sea- 
stone,  Madison,  Wis.,  and  of  Mead  & 
Scheidenhelm,  New  York  City.  In  1932 
he  retired  as  professor  of  hydraulic  and 
sanitary  engineering  at  the  University 
of  Wisconsin  after  about  25  years  of 
service. 

Professor  Mead  built  the  water  works 


u. 

for  a  number  of  cities  in  the  United 
States.  He  also  built  the  10,000-hp. 
hydro-electric  plant  at  Kilbourn,  Wis., 
and  the  20,000-hp.  plant  at  Prairie  du 
Sac,  Wis.  He  was  appointed  a  member 
of  the  Colorado  River  Commission  by 
Secretary  of  the  Interior  Work  during 
the  administration  of  Calvin  Coolidge. 
Professor  Mead  has  written  extensively 
on  water-power  engineering  and  has  con¬ 
tributed  numerous  papers  at  the  meet¬ 
ings  of  various  scientific  societies,  in  many 
of  which  he  holds  membership.  He  is  a 
fellow  of  the  American  Institute  of  Elec¬ 
trical  Engineers. 

• 

Bo8ton  Edison  Appoints 
District  Managers 

Edwin  F.  Booth  has  been  appointed 
Boston  Edison  company  manager  for  the 
Lexington  district,  following  two  years’ 
absence  from  the  northwestern  area,  in 
which  he  has  been  in  charge  of  the 
service  division  in  Boston.  He  entered 
the  company’s  employ  in  1912  and  has 
been  actively  identified  with  sales  activi¬ 
ties  and  district  representation,  having 
at  one  time  been  district  manager  at 
Waltham  and  also  in  charge  of  the  com¬ 
pany’s  district  representative  plan.  In 
his  new  position  he  will  have  charge  of 
Edison  interests  in  six  towns. 

Frank  E.  Randall,  manager  of  the 
company’s  store  in  Arlington,  has  been 
made  company  manager  in  the  Arlington 
district.  He  joined  the  organization’s 
installation  department  in  1909,  later 


serving  in  sales  work  in  the  Chelsea, 
Arlington  and  Somerville  areas.  Sidney 
Birnbaum,  a  supervisor  of  underground 
work  and  for  fifteen  years  connected 
with  the  maintenance  of  lines  depart¬ 
ment  on  underground  faults,  has  been 
appointed  manager  of  the  Chelsea  dis¬ 
trict.  He  is  president  of  the  Edison 
Employees’  Club  and  has  been  in  the 
company’s  employ  since  1910. 

G.  A.  Mills  Assumes 
New  Executive  Duties 

At  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Kansas 
Electric  Power  Company,  Lawrence, 
Kan.,  George  A.  Mills  was  elected  presi¬ 
dent  of  the  company.  Also,  on  January 
11,  he  was  made  president  of  the  Missouri 
Gas  &  Electric  Service  Company,  Lexing¬ 
ton,  Mo.  These  offices  had  been  made 
vacant  by  the  recent  death  of  C.  W. 
Amidon  (Electrical  World,  December 
7,  page  79). 

Mr.  Mills  is  a  graduate  of  Iowa  State 
College.  He  rose  to  the  position  of  chief 
engineer  of  the  Central  &  Southwest  Utili¬ 
ties  Corporation  at  Dallas,  Tex.,  where 
he  was  located  from  1926  to  1932.  In  the 
latter  year  he  moved  to  Michigan  as 
president  of  the  Michigan  Gas  &  Electric 
and  Michigan  Public  Service  Companies. 
He  came  into  the  main  office  of  Middle 
West  Utilities  in  1934  to  act  as  sponsor 
for  a  group  of  northern  and  western 
properties.  In  1935  he  became  vice- 
president  of  the  Kansas  and  Missouri 
companies  that  have  now  made  him  presi¬ 
dent. 


New  Officers  Elected 
By  Electrical  Association 


Frank  W.  Smith,  president  of  the  New 
York  Edison  Company,  was  elected  chair¬ 
man  of  the  board  of  the  Electrical  Asso¬ 
ciation  of  New  York,  Inc.,  and  H.  H. 


Barnes,  Jr.,  commercial  vice-president  of 
the  General  Electric  Company,  president, 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  association 
held  on  January  15. 

Other  officers  elected  were  C.  E.  Steph¬ 
ens,  vice-president  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Manufacturing  Company,  first  vice¬ 


president;  A.  Lincoln  Bush,  president 
Belmont  Electric  Company,  Inc.,  second 
vice-president;  C.  L.  Harold,  general 
sales  agent  Brooklyn  Edison  Company, 
Inc.,  third  vice-president;  Joseph  F. 
Becker,  vice-president  in  charge  of  sales, 


New  York  Edison  Company,  Inc.,  fourth 
vice-president;  P.  Schuyler  Van  Bloem, 
president  Viking  Products  Corporation, 
treasurer;  J.  H.  McKenna,  eastern  sales 
manager  A.  J.  Lindemann  &  Hoverson 
Company,  secretary,  and  S.  J.  O’Brien, 
president  S.  J.  O’Brien  Sales  Corporation, 
assistant  secretary. 

H.  H.  Barnes,  Jr.,  the  new  president, 
succeeding  Clarence  L.  Law,  was  first 
vice-president  of  the  association  for  the 
past  five  years,  during  which  period  he 
was  also  chairman  of  the  association’s 
finance  committee. 

R.  D.  Walker  Heads 
Walker  &  Pratt 

Richard  D.  Walker  has  been  elected 
president  of  the  Walker  &  Pratt  Manu¬ 
facturing  Company,  Boston,  succeeding 
his  father,  the  late  Arthur  W^  Walker 
(Electrical  World,  January  11,  page 
13.)  He  will  continue  to  serve  also  as 
treasurer.  Fred  D.  Shaw,  formerly  super¬ 
intendent  of  the  factory  at  Watertown, 
Mass.,  has  been  elected  vice-president  in 
charge  of  plant.  Albert  L.  Smith,  sales 
manager  for  about  fifteen  years,  has  also 
been  made  vice-president,  and  Dexter 
Stevens,  a  prominent  figure  in  the  textile 
industry,  has  been  added  to  the  director¬ 
ate,  which  also  includes  the  foregoing 
newly  elected  officers. 

McGraw  Electric  Company 
Transfers  J.  K.  Munger 

J.  K.  Munger,  who  has  been  in  charge 
of  the  territory  made  up  of  Michigan, 
Indiana,  Ohio,  Kentucky  and  western 
Pennsylvania  for  the  W aters-Genter  di¬ 
vision  of  the  McGraw  Electric  Company, 
Minneapolis,  has  been  transferred  to  the 
Middle  Atlantic  seaboard  territory  and 
will  make  his  headquarters  in  Philadel¬ 
phia.  J.  P.  Bosk,  formerly  with  the 
General  Electric  Company  and  more  re- 
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cently  sales  manager  of  the  South  Bend 
(Indiana)  Electric  Company,  will  take 
over  the  territory  formerly  covered  by 
Mr.  Munger.  His  headquarters  will  be 
in  Detroit. 


Roper  Names  Electrical  Men 
for  Business  Advisory  Board 

Among  the  eighteen  new  members  ap¬ 
pointed  by  Secretary  of  Commerce  Roper 
to  his  Business  Advisory  and  Planning 
Council  are  James  F.  Fogarty,  president 
North  American  Company,  and  Frank  C. 
Jones,  president  Okonite  Company  and 
president  of  the  National  Electrical 
Manufacturers  Association.  They  will 
jerve  through  1936. 


►  P.  M.  Ross,  formerly  in  the  commercial 
engineering  department  of  the  Frigidaire 
Corporation,  Dayton,  Ohio,  is  now  labora¬ 
tory  engineer  with  the  insulator  division 
of  the  Ohio  Brass  Company  at  Barberton. 

►  Joe  Ivy  has  been  elected  president  of 
the  Memphis  Better  Light-Better  Sight 
Bureau  for  1936.  Frank  Romeo  was 
elected  vice-president,  Russell  Lyle  sec¬ 
retary  and  A.  Gross  treasurer.  The 
bureau  was  formed  in  1934. 

►  F.  X.  Mettenet,  general  sales  mana¬ 
ger  of  the  Public  Service  Company  of  In¬ 
diana  and  of  the  Northern  Indiana 
Power  Company,  has  resigned,  effective 
January  15,  and  will  join  the  Peoples 
Gas  Light  &  Coke  Company  of  Chicago 
as  vice-president  in  charge  of  sales.  He 
has  been  identified  with  the  utility  in¬ 
dustry  23  years,  the  last  twelve  as 
director  of  sales  of  service  and  merchan¬ 
dise  for  Indiana  utility  companies.  He 
is  a  member  of  the  board  of  the  Northern 
Indiana  Power  Company. 

►C.  P.  Weaver,  superintendent  of  the 
operations  division  of  the  Metropolitan 
Water  District,  Los  Angeles,  has  been 
named  transmission  engineer  on  the  new 
Boulder  Dam  aqueduct  power  trans¬ 
mission  line  and  telephone  line.  At  the 
same  time  it  was  announced  that  B.  H. 
Martin  had  been  appointed  to  succeed 
Mr.  Weaver  as  superintendent  of  opera¬ 
tions  with  headquarters  at  Banning. 
Mr.  Weaver  has  ^en  employed  by  the 
district  for  three  years,  having  super¬ 
vised  the  construction  and  operation  of 
all  power  and  telephone  lines,  road  and 
*ater  lines.  Prior  to  joining  the  dis¬ 
torts  staff  he  was  employed  for  ap¬ 
proximately  20  years  on  various  projects 
al  Stone  &  Webster.  Mr.  Martin  also 
^as  been  with  the  district  for  three 
J®>ts,  prior  to  joining  the  aqueduct 
Paving  been  in  charge  of  substation  con¬ 
struction  for  the  city  of  Glendale,  a 
Poriod  on  the  staff  of  the  Los  Angeles 
Bureau  of  Power  and  Light  and  some 
in  the  employ  of  the  Cities  Service 
Company  in  the  east. 


OBITUARY 

Fred  R.  Low 

As  Electrical  World  goes  to  press 
news  is  received  of  the  death  this  morn¬ 
ing  (January  22)  of  Fred  R.  Low,  an 
international  figure  in  journalism  and 
engineering.  Mr.  Low  died  at  his  home 
in  Passaic,  N.  J.,  succumbing  to  a  criti¬ 
cal  illness  of  several  years’  duration.  He 
was  75  years  old.  Mr.  Low  achieved 
wide  recognition  as  an  engineer  and 
technical  editor.  At  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  editor  emeritus  of  Power, 
a  McGraw-Hill  publication,  and  had 
been  its  chief  editor  for  42  years  (1888- 
1930) .  He  was  a  past-president  of  the 
American  Society  of  Mechanical  Engi¬ 
neers. 

• 

Col.  M.  C.  Rorty 

Malcolm  C.  Rorty,  engineer-economist 
and  president  of  the  American  Manage¬ 
ment  Association,  died,  of  a  heart  attack, 
January  18  in  the  Broad  Street  Hospital, 
New  York,  in  his  62d  year.  An  important 
figure  in  the  field  of  telephony  and  teleg¬ 
raphy,  Colonel  Rorty  served  from  1922-23 
as  assistant  vice-president  of  the  Ameri¬ 
can  Telephone  &  Telegraph  Company 
and  from  1923-30  as  vice-president  of  the 
International  Telephone  &  Telegraph 
Corporation.  He  was  vice-president  of 
the  American  Founders  Corporation  from 
1930  to  1931  and  became  president  of  the 
American  Management  Association  in 
1934.  Early  in  his  career  he  was  con¬ 
nected  with  J.  G.  White  &  Company. 

Colonel  Rorty  was  a  member  of  the 
American  Institute  of  Electrical  Engi¬ 
neers,  the  Society  for  the  Promotion  of 
Engineering  Education  and  the  American 
Economic  Association. 

• 

Scott  Lynn 

Scott  Lynn,  president  of  Sangamo 
Company,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  the  Canadian 
affiliate  of  Sangamo  Electric  Company, 
Springfield,  Ill.,  died  suddenly  January 
1.  One  of  the  most  valuable  men  ever 
connected  with  the  Sangamo  organiza¬ 
tion,  Mr.  Lynn  contributed  greatly  to  its 
development  and  success,  not  only  in 
Canada  but  in  its  export  operations 
throughout  the  world. 

Mr.  Lynn  was  born  in  Salt  Lake  City 
in  1887  and  entered  the  U.  S.  Naval 
Academy  in  1906.  Resigning  from  the 
Navy,  he  joined  the  Sangamo  Electric 
Company  at  Springfield  in  1910.  After 
serving  as  a  development  engineer  with 
the  company  for  two  years  he  handled 
the  Rochester,  N,  Y,,  territory  for  the 
company  and  at  the  end  of  1916  went  to 
Toronto  to  start  the  production  of  San¬ 
gamo  meters  in  Canada.  As  vice-presi¬ 


dent  and  general  manager  of  Sangamo 
Company,  Ltd.,  he  developed  the  busi¬ 
ness  from  a  small  beginning  in  a  loft  on 
Adelaide  Street  to  the  large  plants  of  the 
company  on  George  and  Stafford  Streets. 
A  few  years  later  Mr.  Lynn  was  made 
president. 

He  was  a  fellow  of  the  American  In¬ 
stitute  of  Electrical  Engineers  and  a 
member  of  the  Canadian  Electrical  Asso¬ 
ciation. 

►  Robert  F.  Freeman,  general  manager 
of  Fibre  Conduits  Canada,  Ltd.,  Corn¬ 
wall,  Ont.,  died  suddenly  in  Montreal 
January  6.  Mr.  Freeman  was  well  known 
in  the  electrical  field  and  was  considered 
an  authority  on  the  subject  of  under¬ 
ground  fiber  conduit,  which  he  had  man¬ 
ufactured  for  more  than  30  years. 
Many  improvements  in  the  manufacture 
of  this  material  are  the  result  of  his 
thorough  understanding  of  field  require¬ 
ments  and  through  his  research. 

►  Henry  B.  Rust,  a  member  of  the  board 
of  directors  of  the  Westinghouse  Electric 
&  Manufacturing  Company,  died  January 
17  at  his  home  in  Pittsburgh.  Since  1914 
Mr.  Rust  had. been  identified  with  the 
Mellon  interests  and  at  the  time  of  his 
death  he  was  chairman  of  the  board  of 
the  Koppers  Company.  He  was  63  years 
old. 

• 

Recent  Rate  Changes 

OHIO  POWER  COMPANY  has  an¬ 
nounced  a  progressive  reduction  in  rates 
affecting  220,000  of  its  consumers  and  de¬ 
signed  to  save  those  customers  1960,000. 
Under  the  plan  the  company  proposes  to  cut 
the  rate  per  kilowatt-hour  for  the  first  30 
hours  from  6  to  5  cents. 

CONSUMERS  POWER  COMPANY  has 
announced  reduced  residential  and  com¬ 
mercial  lighting  rates  in  the  city  of  Kalama¬ 
zoo.  These  rates  establish  a  new  straight 
block  rate  for  residential  customers  with  an 
optional  residential  rate  on  a  connected  load 
basis.  The  rates  announced  are  identical 
with  those  adopted  by  the  City  of  Kalamazoo 
(Kalamazoo  Municipal  System). 

MISSOURI  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COM¬ 
MISSION  has  issued  its  annual  report  show¬ 
ing  that  utility  rate  reductions  of  approxi¬ 
mately  |700,(XX)  had  been  made  during  1935. 
Sam  0.  Hargus,  chairman,  pointed  out  that 
electric  rates  were  lowered  $4(X),%5;  tele¬ 
phone,  1227,763;  steam  heating,  139,148; 
water,  $19,440  and  gas,  $1,661. 

ALABAMA  PUBLIC  SERVICE  COM¬ 
MISSION  has  declined  to  require  the  utili¬ 
ties  to  include  on  the  bills  a  rate  schedule 
that  the  consumer  may  interpret  and  the  use 
of  “symbols”  instead  of  rate  will  be  contin¬ 
ued.  A  statement  issued  recently  by  the  com¬ 
mission  said:  “The  commission  had  hoped 
that  a  practical  means  of  showing  the  rate 
schedule  itself  on  the  back  of  the  bill 
might  be  devised.  After  considerable  study 
of  the  situation,  it  was  found  that  it  would 
be  impractical,  if  not  impossible,  to  show 
different  rate  schedules  on  the  monthly 
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bills,  particularly  since  the  same  form  is 
used  for  as  many  as  five  or  six  different 
rates  and  also  since  many  of  these  rate 
schedules  require  too  much  space  to  be 
quoted  in  their  entirety.  However,  under 
the  revised  rules,  the  commission  is  re¬ 
quiring  each  utility  to  furnish  a  customer, 
upon  written  request,  with  a  copy  of  the 
complete  rate  schedule  on  which  he  is 
served,  together  with  an  example  of  the 
application  of  the  rate  to  the  customer’s 
bill.” 

Eiigineer8  Inaugurate 
Curricular  Inspections 

Inauguration  of  the  Engineers’  Council 
for  Professional  Development’s  program 
of  inspecting  and  accrediting  engineering 
curricula  is  reported  by  the  council, 
which  lists  34  colleges  and  universities  in 
the  New  England  and  Middle  Atlantic 
states  as  having  accepted  the  idea.  Later 
it  is  expected  that  the  program  will  be 
extended  throughout  the  United  States. 

• 

Seattle’s  City  Fathers 
Dodge  Power  Election 

Agitation  for  the  city’s  acquisition  of 
Puget  Sound  Power  &  Light  Company’s 
properties  in  Seattle  and  King  County, 
which  has  been  gaining  vigor  persistently 
in  recent  weeks,  has  won  aldermanic  ap¬ 
proval  for  appointment  of  a  committee  of 
evaluation.  This  was  proposed  by  J.  D. 
Ross,  power  superintendent,  but  his  sug¬ 
gestion  of  a  popular  vote  on  the  acquisi¬ 
tion  in  either  April  or  May  was  side- 
stepi)ed.  He  puts  the  value  at  $44,317,650. 

Ross  promised  to  save  $3,000,000  a  year 
for  consumers  under  the  plan,  “discontin¬ 
uation  of  malpractices,”  to  balance  the 
city’s  budget  and  to  reduce  interest  rates 
on  future  bond  issues. 

Quebec  Commission 
Plans  Rigid  Control 

The  electric  industry  in  the  province 
of  Quebec  faces  absolute  control  by  the 
Electricity  Commission,  which  will  act  to 
protect  the  public  interest,  according  to 
the  chairman,  Augustin  Frigon.  Mr. 
Frigon  made  this  statement  to  represen¬ 
tatives  of  electric  concerns  from  the 
eastern  part  of  the  province  at  a  meeting 
arranged  to  explain  the  commission’s 
policies. 

Slock  Deal  Under  Fire 

Charges  that  Metropolitan  Edison 
Company  purchased  12,240  shares  of 
Utilities  Mutual  Management  Association 
stock  for  $244,800  without  obtaining 
Pennsylvania  Public  Service  Commission 
approval  have  resulted  in  the  commission 
asking  the  company  to  show  cause  why 
penalties  should  not  be  exacted.  Hear¬ 
ings  are  due  to  start  next  month. 


SALES  OPPORTUNITIES 
IN  NEW  CONSTRUCTION 

PIOCHE,  NEV. — Pioche  Power  Company 
plans  early  call  for  bids  for  new  power 
transmission  line  from  Pioche  to  Boulder 
Dam  hydroelectric  power  development  of 
Government  for  power  supply  at  Pioche  and 
vicinity.  Financing  is  being  arranged 
through  Federal  aid. 

JACKSONVILLE,  FLA.  —  Has  approved 
fund  of  $131,000  for  improvements  at  city- 
owned  electric  power  plant,  including  new 
intake  tunnel;  also,  appropriation  of  $70,000 
for  extensions  in  transmission  lines  in 
neighboring  districts,  with  distributing 
systems  and  service  facilities  for  rural  elec¬ 
trification. 

CARLISLE,  PA.  —  Construction  Quarter¬ 
master,  Carlisle  Barracks,  receives  bids  until 
January  29  for  three  150-kva.  transformers 
and  one  50-kva.  subway  type  transformer, 
with  accessories  (Circular  30). 

WASHINGTON,  PA. — River  Raisin  Paper 
Company,  Monroe,  Mich.,  plans  installation 
of  motors  and  controls,  conveyors  and  other 
equipment  in  new  branch  plant  at  Wash¬ 
ington,  where  former  industrial  plant  on 
8-acre  tract  of  land  has  been  acquired,  to 
be  remodeled  and  equipped  at  early  date. 
Cost  about  $150,000. 

HOLCOMBE,  WIS.  —  Chippewa  County 
Light  &  Power  Co-Operative  Association, 
Holcombe,  recently  organized,  plans  new 
transmission  line  from  Jim  Falls,  Wis., 
source  of  power  supply,  to  Holcombe  and 
vicinity,  for  rural  electrification,  with  dis¬ 
tributing  lines  at  last  noted  place.  A 
steam-electric  power  plant  is  proposed  at 
Cornell,  Wis.,  for  auxiliary  service.  Cost 
about  $75,000.  Financing  is  being  arranged 
through  Federal  aid. 

OMAHA,  NEB. — Falstaff  Brewing  Corpo¬ 
ration,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  plans  extensions  and 
improvements  in  branch  plant  at  Omaha, 
formerly  property  of  Krug  Brewing  Com¬ 
pany,  recently  acquired,  with  installation  of 
additional  equipment,  increasing  capacity 
from  200,000  to  300,000  barrels  per  annum. 
Cost  close  to  $100,0()0. 

HORNELL,  N.  Y.  — New  York  Central 
Electric  Corporation,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  plans 
transmission  and  distributing  line  extensions 
in  vicinity  of  Hornell  for  rural  electrifica¬ 
tion,  including  service  facilities.  Cost  close 
to  $70,000. 

KNOXVILLE,  TENN.— Director  of  Pur¬ 
chases,  Tennessee  Valley  Authority,  Knox¬ 
ville,  receives  bids  until  January  30  for 
auxiliary  switchboards  for  Norris  hydro¬ 
electric  power  plant.  Also,  until  February  3 
for  one  automatic  electric  elevator  for 
W^heeler  hydroelectric  power  station. 

WINNIPEG,  MAN.— Has  authorized  ex¬ 
tensions  and  improvements  in  city-owned 
hydroelectric  generating  plant  at  Slave 
Falls,  with  installation  of  new  10,000-kva. 
generator  unit  and  accessory  equipment. 
Proposed  to  begin  work  soon.  Extensions 
will  be  made  in  transmission  lines.  Cost 
about  $350,0(X). 

WILSON,  N.  C. — Plans  construction  of 
transmission  line  and  electrical  distribution 
system,  with  power  substation  facilities. 
Cost  about  $180,000.  Proposed  to  arrange 
financing  through  Federal  aid. 

NEW  YORK,  N.  Y.  —  Johns-Manville 
Corporation  plans  installation  of  motors 
and  controls,  conveyors,  regulators,  etc.,  in 
connection  with  expansion  program  at 
asbestos  board  and  products  plants  at 
Manville,  N.  J.,  and  Waukegan,  Ill.  Project 
will  be  carried  out  in  1936.  Cost  close  to 
$750  000. 

INDIANAPOLIS,  IND. — Fairmount  Glass 
Works,  1601  South  Keystone  Avenue,  plans 


installation  of  motors,  controls  and  other 
equipment  in  two  new  additions  to  plant. 
Cost  close  to  $100,000. 

BOONE,  IND. — Boone  County  Rural  Elec¬ 
tric  Membership  Corporation,  recently  organ¬ 
ized,  plans  construction  of  about  585  miles 
of  transmission  and  distributing  lines  in 
different  parts  of  Boone  County  for  rural 
electrification,  including  power  substation 
and  service  facilities.  Fund  of  $567,900  is 
being  arranged  through  Federal  aid.  Work 
in  initial  section  of  line  will  soon  begin. 

MERIDIAN,  MISS. — Plans  installation  of 
night  lighting  system,  landing  lights,  beacon 
lamps,  etc.,  with  electrical  distributing  lines 
and  control  equipment  at  new  Key  Field 
airport.  Project  has  been  approved  by  Bu¬ 
reau  of  Aeronautics,  Department  of  Com¬ 
merce,  Washington,  D.  C.,  and  fund  of 
$123,000  arranged  through  Federal  aid. 

MIAMI,  FLA. — Canada  Dry  Ginger  Ale, 

Inc.,  122  East  Forty-second  Street,  New 
York,  N.  Y.,  plans  installation  of  motors 
and  controls,  conveyors,  etc.,  in  new  branch 
plant  at  Miami.  Cos  t  close  to  IW.OOO. 
Walter  W.  Cory,  Mount  Dora,  Fla.,  is 
engineer. 

DENVER,  COLO.  —  Bureau  of  Reclama¬ 
tion,  Denver,  receives  bids  until  February  7 
for  two  high-pressure  gate  assemblies  for 
Moon  Lake  Dam,  Utah;  for  two  high- 
pressure  gate  assemblies,  with  frames,  hoist 
and  accessory  equipment  for  Taylor  Park 
Dam,  Utah;  and  for  two  similar  high- 
pressure  gate  assemblies  for  Island  Park 
Dam,  Utah  (Specification  666). 

KEYSTONE,  NEB.— Platte  Valley  Public 
Power  &  Irrigation  District,  Donald  D. 
Price,  North  Platte,  Neb.,  chief  engineer 
and  general  manager,  plans  unification  of 
hydroelectric  power  project  at  Keystone, 
now  under  way,  with  similar  projects  of 
Loup  Valley  Public  Power  &  Irrigation 
district  and  Tri-County  Public  Power  Dis¬ 
trict,  also  in  progress,  to  include  construc¬ 
tion  of  extensive  power  transmission  system 
to  connect  all  developments  and  cover  dif¬ 
ferent  parts  of  State.  Federal  permission 
has  been  asked.  Cost  close  to  $14,000, (XX) 
for  transmission  and  distributing  lines, 
power  substations  and  switching  stations  and 
service  facilities  in  different  areas.  Parsons, 
Klapp,  Brinckerhoff  &  Douglas,  142  Maiden 
Lane,  New  York,  N.  Y.,  are  consulting  en¬ 
gineers  for  Platte  Valley  project. 

POTTSTOWN,  PA.— Doehler  Die-Casting 
Company,  2100  .Smead  Avenue,  Toledo, 
Ohio,  plans  installation  of  motors  and  con¬ 
trols,  conveyors  and  other  equipment  in 
connection  with  extensions  and  improve¬ 
ments  in  branch  plant  at  Pottstown.  Cost 
about  $200.(XX). 

SHELBYVILLE,  IND.  —  Shelby  County 
Rural  Electric  Membership  Corporation, 

C.  L.  McNamara,  president,  plans  trans¬ 
mission  and  distributing  lines  for  rural 
electrification  project  in  different  parts  of 
county,  including  power  substation  and 
service  facilities.  Financing  is  being  se¬ 
cured  through  Federal  aid. 

BATTLE  CREEK,  MICH.  — George  A. 
Weston  Company,  Ltd.,  Toronto,  Ont.,  plans 
installation  of  motors  and  controls,  con¬ 
veyors,  etc.,  in  new  branch  food  products 
plant  at  Battle  Creek,  where  property  has 
heen  acquired.  Cost  close  to  $.3(X),0(X). 

HAMILTON,  ONT.  — Steel  Company  of 
Canada,  Ltd.,  plans  installation  of  heavy- 
duty  motors  and  controls,  conveyor^.  elMtnc 
hoists  and  other  equipment  in  new  addition 
to  mill.  Cost  over  $500.(X)0. 

DAYTON,  OHIO  —  Contracting  Officer, 
Material  Division.  United  States  -^.rmy  Air 
Corps,  Wright  Field,  Dayton,  receives  bids 
until  February  11  for  14  10-kva.  distribution 
transformers,  one  37i-kva.  distribution  J™®** 
former,  and  14  remote-control  oil  switches 
(Circular  4%).  il 
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